
Today's Trends, Tomorrow's Solutions
2025 NWCDN Annual Conference

Radisson Blu Aqua 
Chicago, Illinois

September 24 - Reception & Dinner Cruise
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

 September 25 - Educational Program

PROGRAM AGENDA

http://www.nwcdn.com/


Together, the members of NWCDN have produced this conference, which addresses
incisive topics that are timely to the business of Workers’ Compensation.

We are very proud and honored to have the experts who have agreed to speak
 at our annual conference.  Our agenda was designed to have something

 for everyone and each topic is relevant to our day-to-day profession.

The all-day conference will be held at the iconic Radisson Blu Aqua hotel located 
at 221 N. Columbus Drive, Chicago IL 60601.

Register Here

We have reserved a block of guest rooms at the hotel at a negotiated group rate
of $279.  The block will be held until September 1 or until the block sells out.

Reserve Your Room Here

The conference is open to NWCDN member firms and their invited guests only.

2025 NWCDN Annual Conference
The National Workers’ Compensation Defense Network

 (NWCDN) is a unique and dynamic organization consisting of
attorneys representing 48 states, Washington DC and Canada.

We look forward to welcoming you to Chicago!

https://www.nwcdn.com/seminars/register-annual-conf-2025
https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/lk45c5
http://www.nwcdn.com/


 

Thursday, September 25, 2025
8:00  a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast - Atlantic Ballroom DE

9:00  a.m. Welcome  and Opening Remarks - Atlantic Ballroom C

Fred Baker, NWCDN President, NWCDN Tennessee Member
Chelsie Springstead, Planning Committee Member, NWCDN Wisconsin Member

9:05  a.m.

9:50  a.m.

What Would Your State Do (1): Wage Issues
Sponsoring NWCDN Member States will be split between 4 sessions and will each
provide their state response to the question posed on Wage Issues

Moderated By: Melissa Stone, NWCDN Wisconsin Member

10:45  a.m. Networking Break - Atlantic Ballroom DE

11:15  a.m.

AI and the Comfort Level Debate: How much does AI invade your province?

Moderated By:  Mike Fish, NWCDN Alabama Member

Presented by: Dr. Douglas Craig, PSYD, Midwest Orthopaedics at Rush

12:00  p.m. Lunch is Hosted by NWCDN - Atlantic Ballroom DE

1:00  p.m.

Psychological Injury in the Workplace: Trauma mediation, impairment prevention
and the roles of the IME

What Would Your State Do (2): Wage Issues

2:00  p.m. What Would Your State Do (3): Wage Issues

Networking Break - Atlantic Ballroom DE2:45  p.m.

3:15  p.m. From Clinic to Courtroom: Case reviews with Dr. Cole’s medical perspective on
injury causation and dual legal perspectives.

Presented by: Dr. Brian Cole, PSYD, Midwest Orthopaedics at Rush

4:15  p.m. What Would Your State Do (4): Wage Issues

Cocktail Reception at Radisson Blu Aqua Hosted by NWCDN
Atlantic Ballroom Foyer

5:00 p.m.

Moderated By: Jaclyn Jednachowski, NWCDN Illinois Member

Moderated By: Chelsie Springstead, NWCDN Wisconsin Member

Moderated By: Alison Stewart, NWCDN Iowa Member

Moderated By: Melissa Stone, NWCDN Wisconsin Member

Moderated By:  Kisa Sthankiya, NWCDN Illinois Member
                               James Ranta, NWCDN Michigan Member

https://www.rushortho.com/providers/douglas-craig/
https://www.rushortho.com/providers/douglas-craig/
https://www.rushortho.com/providers/douglas-craig/
https://www.rushortho.com/providers/brian-j-cole/
https://www.rushortho.com/providers/brian-j-cole/


Thank You to Our Sponsors

https://www.epirehab.com/services/index
https://convergencecare.com/
https://www.amccinc1.com/
https://compxmedical.com/about-us/
https://triunehealthgroup.com/
https://tig.us/
https://ametros.com/
https://cattielaw.com/


Our Member Firms

Alabama
Fish Nelson & Holden

Alaska
Meshke,Paddock & Budzinski

Arizona
Ritsema Law

Arkansas
Ledbetter, Cogbill, Arnold &
Harrison

California
Hanna, Brophy

Canada
Borden Ladner Gervais

Colorado
Ritsema Law

Connecticut
Strunk Dodge Aiken Zovas

Delaware
Heckler & Frabizzio

Florida
Bleakley Bavol Denman & Grace

Georgia
Levy Sibley Foreman & Speir

Hawaii
Weber, Van Dyke & Fujimoto

Illinois
Rusin Law LTD. 

Indiana
Jackson Kelly

Iowa
Peddicord Lillis

Kansas
Martens Work Comp Law

Kentucky
JSB Attorneys

Louisiana
Degan, Blanchard & Nash

Maine
Verrill Dana

Maryland
Franklin & Prokopik

Massachusetts
CFP Law Group

Michigan
Charfoos Reiter Hebert

Minnesota
Heacox Hartman

Mississippi
Wise Carter Child & Caraway

Missouri
Simon Law Group

Montana
Crowley Fleck

Nebraska
Caswell, Panko & Westerhold

Nevada
Thorndal, Armstrong

New Hampshire
Bernard & Merrill

New Jersey
Capehart Scatchard

New Mexico
Ritsema Law

New York
Hamberger & Weiss

North Carolina
Teague Campbell

North Dakota
Crowley Fleck

Ohio
Calfee, Halter & Griswold

Oklahoma
Lott & Valentine

Oregon
Cummins, Goodman

Pennsylvania
Rulis & Bochicchio

South Carolina
Robinson Gray Stepp & Laffitte

South Dakota
Boyce Law Firm

Tennessee
Wimberly Lawson 

Texas
Stone Loughlin & Swanson

Utah
Scalley Reading

Vermont
McCormick, Fitzpatrick

Virginia
Franklin & Prokopik

Washington
Cummins, Goodman

Washington D.C.
Franklin & Prokopik

West Virginia
Spilman Thomas & Battle

Wisconsin
Lindner & Marsack

Wyoming
Ritsema Law

http://www.fishnelson.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.akwcdefense.com/
https://ritsemalaw.com/offices/tempe/
https://ritsemalaw.com/offices/tempe/
http://www.lcahlaw.com/
http://www.lcahlaw.com/
http://www.lcahlaw.com/
http://www.hannabrophy.com/
http://www.hannabrophy.com/
https://www.blg.com/en/people/p/poirier-katherine
https://www.blg.com/en/people/p/poirier-katherine
https://ritsemalaw.com/offices/fort-collins/
https://ritsemalaw.com/offices/fort-collins/
http://www.pdslaw.com/
https://www.ctworkcomp.com/
http://www.hfddel.com/
http://www.hfddel.com/
http://www.bbdglaw.com/
http://www.bbdglaw.com/
http://www.lsfslaw.com/
http://www.lsfslaw.com/
http://www.hawadvocate.com/
https://www.nwcdn.com/member-directory/hawaii
http://www.rusinlaw.com/
http://www.rusinlaw.com/
http://www.rusinlaw.com/
http://www.jacksonkelly.com/
http://www.jacksonkelly.com/
http://www.peddicordwharton.com/
https://www.peddicordlillis.com/
http://www.martensworkcomplaw.com/
http://www.martensworkcomplaw.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://jsbattorneys.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.degan.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.verrill-law.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.fandpnet.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
http://www.cfplawgroup.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
http://www.michigancompdefense.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.hhmkcj.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.wisecarter.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.simongrouppc.com/
https://crowleyfleck.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://cpwlaw.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://thorndal.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.bernard-merrill.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.capehart.com/
https://ritsemalaw.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.hambergerandweiss.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://teaguecampbell.com/
https://crowleyfleck.com/
http://www.fishnelson.com/
https://www.calfee.com/
http://www.lottvalentine.com/
https://www.cumminsgoodman.com/
https://rubollc.com/
https://robinsongray.com/
https://boycelaw.com/
https://www.wimberlylawson.com/
https://www.wimberlylawson.com/
https://slsaustin.com/
https://www.scalleyreading.com/
https://www.mc-fitz.com/
https://www.fandpnet.com/
https://www.cumminsgoodman.com/
https://www.fandpnet.com/
https://www.spilmanlaw.com/
https://www.lindner-marsack.com/
https://ritsemalaw.com/

